
Challenges for new Burnham Labour government
Tracking Survey, July 2026

YouGov



Sample Methodology

• On behalf of UCL Policy Lab and Climate Policy and Strategy, YouGov Blue fielded the July 2026 wave of the UK 
Climate Tracker, including 2,000 UK adults

• The July 2026 wave fielded from 17 to 20 July

• The figures have been weighted and are representative of all UK adults (aged 18+), with results filtered to show 
responses for a likely electorate in a General Election

• The survey learned from focus groups conducted with progressive voters and those open to voting Labour in both 
Red Wall and Blue Wall seats

• That enabled us to develop statements on British values, equal opportunity and vision narratives in diverse areas. 
Respondents rate British values, equal opportunity and the narrative messages on a University of Michigan National 
Election Survey 100-degree thermometer scale that has been replicated in years of surveys in multiple countries

• The survey tracks changes in surveys conducted over the last three years

• It also includes an experiment. Respondents were asked after reading the narratives to repeat their vote and choice 
of party on key issues and values, including which will be the largest party of the left and right



Key Findings

• Prime Minister Andy Burnham took office at a moment of grave doubts about the state of the country, shaped 
by a cost of living crisis demand for help, lower taxes, sorting of immigration and social care and call for 
general election by some. Burnham focused on getting getting immediate help with the costs, but also began 
addressing the country’s long-term problems.  

• The public focuses on the lost control of immigration, high prices and then, the generation of young people 
being out of work. The Red Wall and undecided flag immigration too.  Progressive voters and those 
considering Labour single out austerity that undermined government, high prices and climate change 
producing extreme weather and high costs. The demand for public bold action on climate change reached its 
highest point. 

• The Labour Party vote jumped to 24 percent — the same area as other polls that have polled more frequently. 
The crash of Nigel Farage’s Reform UK and fracturing of the far-right nationalist bloc put Labour in the lead 
for the first time since June 2025 in our polls. 

• Some are right to ask whether this bounce will be sustained, but I think there are other findings in the survey 
that suggest this initial rise will be sustained. 31 percent are “hopeful” for the country and now have favorable 
view of Burnham — all above the vote. The Green vote has already moved to Labour and 35 percent of Lib 
Dems are considering Labour. With 38 percent now thinking Labour will be the “biggest party of the left” 
suggests further tactical gains, if takes up the deep problems consuming voters.    



Key Findings 2

• Whether Burnham makes further gains depends on the opportunities identified in the poll. Does he act on a 
wealth tax or hit social media giants and Amazon? Does he commit to net zero accelerate the transition to clean 
energy? Does he tell Trump we are aligning with the democracies and addressing climate? Does he criticize the 
history of state failing the working class and move to public ownership? After these messages, Labour’s vote 
surprisingly jumps 6 points to 29 percent. Perhaps Labour’s vote has been suppressed by Starmer and will trend 
upward if voters hear a progressive agenda.

• But Burnham and Labour’s gains are entirely within the two comparable, increasingly polarised blocs. That 
Burnham’s unfavorable grew more than his favorable suggest increased polarisation. All Labour’s gains when 
they grew to 24 percent and to 29 percent after messaging came from progressive voters. Under 2 percent of 
progressive party voters are considering Reform UK or Restore Britain, something Starmer never understood. 

• Large share of the conservative nationalist bloc want government to address immigration, tax cuts, welfare, and 
crime. They strongly brace Trump’s war on woke. Left-liberal bloc the legacy of austerity, high prices and climate 
change. They feel only deep contempt for Trump and want Britain to be honest with Trump on allying with 
democratic Europe and growing climate crisis.

• The most popular policies for raising revenue to address these problems is a wealth tax, followed by a tax on 
social media giants and then on-line retailers like Amazon to lower business rates on High Street. 



Key Findings 3

• Voters strongly support developing North Sea oil and because it is British and want energy independence. But 
that should not obscure the moment created by the Iran war, high priced fossil fuels, record hot days in summer 
and fires, and Trump attacking climate efforts as “woke” and promoting oil and gas with progressive voters.

• That has produced historic levels of support for taking major action against climate change, supporting the low 
carbon industry and reduced support for the oil and gas sector that is reviled. Support for net zero has reached 
its highest point.

• The developments measured in this poll suggest fragmentation of the right for the moment. Farage's damaged 
brand contributed to Reform UK's vote crashing by 8 points, but that vote went almost entirely to Restore Britain 
at 9 percent. The Conservative vote is stable at 21 percent and more than half of Conservative voters say they will 
never vote Reform UK or Renew Britain. 

• We tested Burnham message on getting the state back to the people. It got 60 percent warm responses and 35 
percent very warm — close to 2024 vote.  Being honest with Trump got 56 percent warm responses, and 36 
percent very warm.  

• Clearly, voters are watching the new Prime Minister with considerable potential. 



Hopes and doubts with Burnham

6



Burnham comes to office when nearly 70 percent feeling doubtful about the country, but the 
31 percent hopeful contributes to bounce

Reform UK and Restore Britain voters are the most doubtful of all, and Burnham has yet to move the Red Wall where he resides.



Cost of living crisis, illegal immigration, and call for a New General Election dominate hopes 
for Burnham as new Prime Minister

Voters hope Burnham will take additional steps to resolve cost of living issues, cut immigration, and trigger a new General E lection.



Cost of Living, immigration, and a new General Election dominate hopes for Burnham as 
PM

Voters hope Burnham will take additional steps to resolve cost of living issues, cut immigration, and trigger a new General E lection.



Top long term problems are Immigration, cost of living and young not in work

Centralization of power in Westminster gets least attention from public



Inflated prices, austerity, and climate change top long-term problems with progressive 
voters

Reform UK and Restore Britain voters are laser focused on immigration, and the only ones that focus on DEI.



Austerity, prices, and climate change key long term problem for 2024 defectors and those 
considering Labour, though immigration important in Red Wall and undecided

Privatisation and trickle down are also for major long-term problems for some Labour targets.



With climate change top problem, 42% want government to support the low carbon energy 
sector, while many fewer people want to see oil and gas helped 

Support for prioritising the oil and gas industry has dropped.



Support for major action to combat climate change rebounds, with highest level of 45% 
believing strongly must take major action 

1)    Climate change is a threat and we need major action to combat it. 2)    The threat of climate change is exaggerated and the high cost of fixing it may not be worth it.



Support for measures to prevent climate change rebounds to highest level yet

Now above November 2023 levels



While Net Zero contested, Green voters, 2024 defectors, those considering Labour and 
Liberal Democrats intensely embrace it

Likely voters overall narrowly against of Net Zero



North Sea
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Oil price spike leads a more intense half of likely voters to say go forward with North Sea, 
though most groups are conflicted
1)    The spike in petrol and natural gas prices with the Iran war means Britain should accelerate its efforts to get renewable energy and not exploit new natural gas fields in the North Sea whose high 

price is set by international markets 2)    The spike in petrol and natural gas prices with the Iran war means Britain must expand production in the North Sea to reduce imports and give us energy 

independence and security.



In fact, country wants strongly to focus on BOTH the low carbon sector and drilling in North 
Sea, as well as nuclear, while holding deeply negative feels about the oil industry

Country continues to narrowly break against net zero



Labour’s Standing
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Labour moves into lead as Burnham was taking office

Undecideds scatter evenly among the top 5 major parties Restore Britain only major party with no growth from pushing undecideds.



Labour Surges at expense of Green, and Reform UK crashing and fragmenting 

Burnham has not produce a larger progressive bloc, but first lead since June 2025



A quarter of Lib Dem voters are now increasingly open to Labour

Green voters already lost votes to Labour



Just 10 percent of Conservative voters, but a third of Restore Britain Voters would consider 
voting for Reform UK

No progressive voters are considering voting Reform UKl.



Almost one in five Reform UK supporters would consider voting for Restore Britain

Five percent of Conservative voters would also consider Restore Britain.



Burnham warm feelings up 7 points to 31 percent, but in polarised Britain, unfavorable up 
11; very cool up from 26 to 33 percent

Starmer and Blair deeply unpopular.



Negativity towards Labour and Conservatives drops, with 5 percent rise in warm feelings 
for Labour

Negativity towards Greens and Reform UK intensifies.



Labour regains lead on most issues, including childhood poverty, the NHS, hard work being 
recognised and cost of Living, though only first above vote.

A growing bloc of 38 percent think Labour will be the biggest party of the left.



Strong support for general wealth tax and taxes on social media and online retailers

At top of next cluster of policies are overhaul of Council Tax.



Social Dynamics
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Cold attitude towards Israel, the United States, and Trump intensifies

NATO, the EU and rejoining the EU see small increase in warm attitudes.



Donald Trump is viewed negatively across the UK political spectrum with astonishing 
intensity

Aside from a chunk of Reform UK and Restore Britain supporters, few UK adults approve of Trump



When told President Trump and US abandoned addressing climate leads more voters to 
seek major action

1)    Climate change is a threat and we need major action to combat it. 2)    President Trump is cutting US support for policies meant to mitigate the risks of climate change and will accelerate 

production of oil and gas. Maintaining our climate targets is pointless.



But Trump successful in uniting the right on ending "woke" policies on gender, climate 
change and history 

Warmth is intense for 79 percent of Restore Britain, 70 percent of Reform UK voters and 52 percent of Conservative.



The far-right nationalist party positions
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Reform UK most important positions are cutting taxes, welfare reform to support defence 
and new police officers, not Operation Restoring Justice

Patriotic curriculum the least important for voters. 



May not like Farage, but some of his policies tempt 5 percent of progressive voters and 46 
percent of Conservative to vote Reform UK or Restore Britain

Almost half of Conservative voters consider voting for the nationalist parties.



Work requirement for welfare most important Restore Britain policy, followed by the NHS 
being for British citizens only 

Then comes its policy to restrict visas and deport.



Granting do not like Lowe, but policies tempt 6 percent of progressive and less than a third 
of Conservative to vote for Reform UK or Restore Britain

Only a third of Conservative voters are tempted after hearing Restore Britain policies .



Labour Message Narratives
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Burnham’s Message on Britain Great but…

Britain is a great country but… The state is supposed to represent the interests of the people. But for too long 
working people have been treated with contempt. The truth is we’ve lost control of the fundamentals of our 
economy. That’s why everything is so bloody expensive. They sold off the family silver: water, council housing, 
energy. British Rail. Royal Mail. That’s our national wealth. Every time, they drive up costs. That’s more of our 
taxes going towards filling gaps or shareholder profits instead of improving things. But we’ll never change 
the way our country works until we return the British state to the service of the people. We will make the 
basics of life affordable again, so you know that your country has your back. Our national assets are the 
foundation. We will get them back, rebuild our national wealth and revive British ambition. Let this be a 
country where hard and honest work is respected and rewarded once again.



Returning British state to people again got strongest response, especially progressive 
voters and a big majority of those considering Labour



Burnham’s message regarding US President Trump

We must keep our long-standing ties with the United States, but Britain must be honest with Donald Trump. 
Our leaders must say: Vladimir Putin is a tyrant that must be opposed. We will ally with the democracies of 
Europe. Climate change is not a hoax. Vice President Vance said the police handling of the Henry Nowak 
murder is the result of waves of immigration and that Britain should battle for Western civilisation against 
woke policies on diversity, equity and inclusion. Farage retweeted those comments. We do not accept any 
Donald Trump role in our politics.



Being honest on Donald Trump produces intense positive result, including winning 
Conservatives by 10 points and a quarter of Reform voters



Labour’s Message on devolution

Britain has been run from the top down for too long. Power hoarded in Westminster and Whitehall has left 
places forgotten, ambitions unfulfilled, and living standards falling for a generation. The answer is not more 
of the same – it is a fundamental rewiring of how this country works. Good growth in every postcode. A 
secure home as the foundation for a good life. Technical education valued as highly as a university degree. 
British industry backed by British procurement. Power flowing to the regions, the cities, the towns and the 
people who know best how to use it. It is a model for every part of this United Kingdom. Westminster can be 
fixed, but only by doing things differently. By trusting people and places. That is the mission – and it is a ten-
year commitment to make Britain a country that finally works for the many, not just those who already have 
the most.



Responses to devolution message wins a small majority of warm responses and only tepid 
in “Red Wall” constituencies



Post-survey, Labour lead grows by 3 points among likely voters, but no change in blocs

Shifting votes in a survey are not very common in my experience in Britain.



Labour sees biggest surge of 6 points from nationalisation and anti-Trump messages

Respondents shown messages about re-nationalizing industries and opposing Trump saw a larger spike in Labour vote than those who

saw messages emphasizing regional devolution and celebrating British diversity.
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